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which they boast of: on the contrary, they procure
us rheumatic bodies and consumptive purses, and
can no way pass with me for necessaries ; but being
needless, they add to the expense, by sending us to
the physicians and apothecaries to cure the breaches
which they make in our health, and are themselves
the very worst sort of superfluities.

But I come back to necessaries; and even in
them family expenses are extremely risen : provi-
sions are higher rated ; nothing of provisions that I
know of, except bread, mutton, and fish, but which
are made dearer than ever: house rent, in almost
all the cities and towns of note in England, is a
very heavy article, as are also the increased wages
of servants.

A tradesman, be he ever so much inclined to
good husbandry, cannot always do his kitchen-work
himself, suppose him a bachelor; nor can his wife,
suppose him married, and suppose her to have
brought him any portion, be his bedfellow and his
cook too. These maid-servants, however, are"a great
tax upon housekeepers; those who were formerly
hired at three pounds to four pounds a year wages,
now demand five, six, and seven pounds a year; nor
do they double anything upon us, but their wages
and their pride ; for, instead of doing more work
for the advance of wages, they do less ; arid the or-
dinary work of families cannot now be performed
by the same number of maids ; which, in short, is
a tax upon the upper sort of tradesmen, and contri-
butes very often to their disasters, by the extrava-
gant keeping three or four maid-servants in a house,
nay, sometimes five, where two formerly were
thought sufficient. This very extravagance is such,
that, talking lately with a m'an very well experi-
enced in this matter, he told me he had been mak-